
KrzysztofMichalskiwas aPolish philo-
sopher. He taught at the universities of
Boston and Warsaw and he published
studies on the thinking of Nietzsche,
Edmund Husserl and Martin
Heidegger.
He was much involved with changes
in Eastern Europe before, during and
after the collapse of communism. In
1982 he was a founders of the Institut
für die Wissenschaft vom Menschen
(IWM, the Institute for theHumanSci-
ences) inVienna, a forum for intellectu-
als on both sides of the IronCurtain.
Krzysztof Michalski was born in
1948. In March 1968 he was studying
philosophy with Leszek Kolakowski at
Warsaw University when the latter
was forced into exile. Through a
mutual friend,Michalski came to know
the Czech philosopher Jan Patocka,
who had also been expelled from the
university, after the 1968Warsaw Pact
invasion of Czechoslovakia. Patocka,
who in the 1930s as a young man had
studied in Freiburg with EdmundHus-
serl and Martin Heidegger, was in the
1970s holding underground seminars
on Heidegger’s Being and Time in his
Prague apartment. Patocka became
Michalski’s unofficial graduate adviser,

under whom he wrote a dissertation
Heidegger and Contemporary Philoso-
phy (1978, republished 1998).
Heidegger, asMichalski evoked him,
was a thinker for whom reality had a
primordially historical character, and
for whom all meanings were temporal
and temporary. Michalski read
Heidegger’s philosophy as an
argument for non-negotiable individu-
al responsibility, a responsibility that
could never be abdicated on behalf of
the “iron laws of history”.
Like Patocka, Michalski understood
Heidegger as an antidote to what the
poet Czeslaw Milosz called “the Hege-
lian bite” — and to all schemata of
“historical necessity”.
In late 1976 Patocka accepted Václav
Havel’s request to serve as one of three
spokespeople for the dissident human
rights initiative Charter 77. As a result
he was arrested; he died in March 1977,
following brutal interrogations.
Michalski, who was aHumboldt Fel-
low inGermany the following academ-
ic year of 1977-78, persuaded a young
German scholar he met there to help
him to smuggle Jan Patocka’s papers
out of communist Czechoslovakia.
Then, in 1982, Michalski, with Klaus

Nellen and Cornelia Klinger, founded
the IWM.
IWMwas to become both ahome for
the Patocka archive and a forum for
intellectuals on both sides of the Iron
Curtain. In time it acquired a broader
profile as a community of scholars dev-
oted to overcoming boundaries bet-
ween East and West. Michalski re-
mained IWM’s rector until his death.
He was the rare intellectual with a tal-
ent for organisation. IWM’s series of de-
bates in Warsaw (in memory of Józef
Tischner) and in Vienna’s Burgtheater
continue to draw hundreds of people.
Topics have ranged from Obama and
the Europeans and the politics of
climate change to the public role of
religion and what is truth? IWM also
publishes a journal, Transit-
Europäische Revue, and organises an
annual summer school in Cortona,
Italy, where graduates from across
Europe participate in intensive semi-
nars on philosophy and politics.
Even while directing the IWM,
Michalski continued towrite and teach
at Boston andWarsaw universities. He
wasaCatholicwhosephilosophical pas-
sions were Nietzsche and Heidegger.
He believed that philosophers should

continue to ask the big questions:
about the meaning of life, of death, of
history. He was preoccupied with the
problemof the passing of time andwith
the historicality of reason, understand-
ing, and truth.
“Does the understanding of some-
thing suppose finding a unity in that
which one wants to understand? Or

only then — when we are able in each
fragment to see a part of somewhole—
can we discover some meaning in the
multifariousness of the experienced
world?” These questions, he told a
recent interviewer, had kept him
awake at night since his first years of
university.
Michalskiwrote his habilitation (pro-
fessorial) thesis onHusserl; the English
translation appeared in 1996 as Logic
and Time: An Essay on Husserl’s Theory
of Meaning. His most recent book in

English is a collection of essays, The
Flame of Eternity: An Interpretation of
Nietzsche’s Thought. Nietzsche is the
point of departure for reflections on
themeaning of eternity.
“Death and love,” Michalski writes,
“reveal the fundamental discontinuity
of our bodily presence in the world.
The fact is that in everymoment of our
lives allmeaningmaybecome suspend-
ed, and (here’s Nietzsche) ‘the clock of
my life’ — the clock that measures the
rhythm of events: yesterday a seminar,
today shopping, tomorrow travel —
‘[draws] a breath.’ In this interval,
briefer thananymomentone canmeas-
ure, in this crack, this fissure, this tear
— in the blink of an eye — everything
is left to question, and a chance for a
newbeginning arises. This is ‘eternity’.”
In 2003 Krzysztof Michalski was
awarded the Officer’s Cross of the Or-
der of Merit of the Republic of Poland;
iand in 2007 he was awarded theOffic-
er’s Cross of L’Ordre National du
Mérite of the Republic of France.
He is survived by his two daughters.

KrzysztofMichalski, philosopher, was
born on June 8, 1948. He died of cancer
on February 11, 2013, aged 64

At theheight of oneof themostdanger-
ous phases of the ColdWar, with Sovi-
et demands that the Western Allies
should withdraw entirely from Berlin,
backed by overwhelming local troop
superiority, and at a greater distance an
arsenal of intercontinental ballisticmis-
siles, President John F. Kennedy sent
for Steuart Pittman and made him
Assistant Secretary of Defence in
charge of civil defence.
Pittman, an international invest-
ment banking lawyer with a Washing-
ton firm, had just been handed what he
was to describe as the “most unappetis-
ing, unappealing and unpopular” post
ever created. His task was to create a
network of nuclear fallout shelters that
would protect every man, woman and
child in the US, at that time 180million
souls, in the event of a nuclear attack.
The year was 1961 and the world was
more dangerously unstable— in terms
of the geopolitical rivalry between the
US andUSSR— than at any time since
the start of ColdWar in thewake of the
Second World War. Sabre rattling was
the order of the day, and under its vola-
tile leader,NikitaKhrushchev, theSovi-
et Union was enjoying a sense of win-
ning the space race, with its launches of
the first artificial satellite in 1957, and
the first manned satellite in April 1961.
Thedetonationof a colossal thermonu-
clear bomb, the 57-megaton Tsar Bom-
ba, in the atmosphere over the Soviet
Arctic, later in the year, emphasised
the sheer scale of Soviet might.
Notwithstanding America’s own
arsenals of warheads deliverable by its
Atlas and Titan long-range missiles,
the spectre that a nuclear war might
somehow be “won” by either side, had
not yet been completely banished by
the dominance of the concept of MAD
(Mutually Assured Destruction) which
eventually imbued the councils of the
world’s most powerful nations with a
sense of sober realism.
In spite of these terrifying realities,
reinforced by knife-edge clashes such
as the Cuban missile crisis that was to
follow within the year (and the ongo-
ing construction of the BerlinWall that
was to divide the city for the next 30
years), Pittman found, as he set about
implementinghis task, that public inter-

est in its own safety from the manifest
threat was at a low level.
Civil defence, covering as it did non-
militarymeasures to protect the nation
from attack, simply did not rank in the
American mind with a reliance on the
military for this purpose. The missiles
in their prairie silos and the bombers of

Strategic Air Command, airborne
round the clock, were there to do the
job.
Notwithstanding these discourage-
ments Pittman set about his task with
energy, in spite of the fact that many in
Congress deplored the estimated$3 bil-
lion cost to the federal government. An

initial $200 million was approved for a
survey of nuclear fallout shelter facili-
ties in factories, offices, churches and
subways across the nation.
Pittman went about the country
creating a network of shelters which
were to be stockedwith food, water and
medical supplies to see their occupants
through the first week or so after a
nuclear attack. Remarkably, within a
year his effort had established and
stocked around 100,000 shelters in 14
cities, always preferring shelters con-
ceived on a community scale than
those housing single families.
But he remained disappointed by the
reaction of the public, whom he meth-
odically sounded out on all the steps he
took. “I hate to hear people say that
they would prefer to die in a nuclear
attack rather than face the horrors of
survival,” he complained. “This nation
was built by people who left Europe to
face the unknown hazards of a wilder-
ness continent. Do we no longer have
the courage to face an unknown chal-
lenge?” He also found the wrangling
over who should bear the cost of the
shelters, federal or local government,
exhausting. Nevertheless, in the event
of a nuclear attack he believed that
around two thirds of the American
population could be offered a place in a
shelter.
But public apathy continued to
astonish him. It even survived the

Cuban missile crisis of October 1962,
when the world held its breath in fear
of a nuclear war, as USwarships halted
Soviet vessels which were reinforcing
missile sites already established on the
island, and presenting a clear close-
range threat toUS territory.
In the end, inMarch 1964Pittman re-
signed his office in reaction to the de-
feat of the proposal for a $190 million
budget subsidy for the construction of
fallout shelters in schools, hospitals
and other non-profit organisations.
He returned to his law practice, and
he later told an interviewer: “It seems
like a terrible waste to have built this
thing up and then let it go when we
didn’t knowwhat the future held.”
Steuart Lansing Pittman was born in
1919 in Albany, New York, and grew up
in New York City. Graduating from
Yale in 1941he firstworked for a subsidi-
ary of Pan AmericanWorld Airways in
Asia before joining the US Marine
Corps. He was sent to China where he
trained and fought with guerrillas in
Japanese-held territory.
His last combat action took place
after the end of the war when a force of
two junks carrying guerrillas under his
command in the South China Sea was
fired onby a Japanese junkwhose com-
mander had not realised the war was
over. The troops under Pittman’s com-
mand returned fire, killing 43 of the
enemy and capturing 39 who survived.
Pittman was awarded the Silver Star
for gallantry in action.
Taking a law degree at Yale in 1948,
he worked as a government lawyer on
the Marshall Plan before becoming a
co-founder of the law firm Shaw, Pitt-
man, Potts & Trowbridge (now Pills-
bury, Winthrop, Shaw and Pittman),
where he specialised in aviation law
and international investment finance
and trade. He retired in the late 1980s.
He is survived by hiswife Barbara, by
their son and two daughters, and by the
sonand threedaughters of his firstmar-
riage, to Antoinette Pinchot, which
was dissolved.

Steuart Pittman, US Assistant Secretary of
Defence for Civil Defence, 1961-64, was
born on June 6, 1919. He died on February
10, 2013, aged 93
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Polish philosopher who was caught up in the political turmoil and intellectual ferment as communism collapsed in Eastern Europe
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A family try a deluxe model shelter at Civil Defence headquarters in New York;
Pittman, above right, preferred larger shelters conceived on a community scale

Lawyer who at the height of the Cold War was given the thankless task of ensuring that all Americans had nuclear fall-out shelters
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